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Abstrak

Konsep interkoneksi antarperadaban, terutama dari era modern hingga masa Kkini,
mencerminkan transformasi berkelanjutan dalam sejarah umat manusia. Makalah ini
mengkaji proses historis interkoneksi peradaban yang dimulai pada masa Renaisans dan
berlanjut melalui fase-fase penting seperti Revolusi Industri, kolonialisme, dan
kebangkitan globalisasi. Tulisan ini berfokus pada momen-momen sejarah penting yang
membentuk hubungan antarperadaban, mengkaji pertukaran budaya, teknologi,
ekonomi, dan politik yang membentuk hubungan antarbangsa. Melalui perspektif
sejarah kritis, tulisan ini membahas tantangan dan peluang yang dihadirkan oleh
interkoneksi peradaban di era digital, menyoroti kompleksitas pertukaran budaya di
tengah kemajuan teknologi. Tulisan ini juga mengkaji hubungan dialektis antara
kekuatan homogenisasi budaya dan pelestarian identitas lokal, yang menunjukkan
pentingnya membangun hubungan global yang inklusif. Tulisan ini diakhiri dengan
menganjurkan pendekatan yang seimbang, adil, dan kooperatif terhadap interkoneksi
peradaban, yang dapat memperkaya budaya global dan mendorong perdamaian,
sekaligus menghormati keberagaman budaya lokal.

Kata kunci: interkoneksi peradaban, globalisasi, digitalisasi.

Abstract

The concept of interconnection between civilizations, particularly from the modern
era to the present, reflects the continuous transformation in the history of mankind.
This paper examines the historical processes of civilizational interconnection that
began in the Renaissance and continued through important phases such as the
Industrial Revolution, colonialism, and the rise of globalization. It focuses on key
historical moments that shaped the relationship between civilizations, examining the
cultural, technological, economic and political exchanges that shaped relations
between nations. Through a critical historical perspective, this paper discusses the
challenges and opportunities presented by the interconnection of civilizations in the
digital age, highlighting the complexities of cultural exchange amidst technological
advancements. The paper also examines the dialectical relationship between the
forces of cultural homogenization and the preservation of local identities,
demonstrating the importance of building inclusive global relationships.The paper
concludes by advocating a balanced, equitable, and cooperative approach to the
interconnection of civilizations, which can enrich global culture and promote peace,
while respecting the diversity of local cultures.

Keywords: interconnection of civilizations, globalization, digitalization.

INTRODUCTION

Since the Renaissance in the 15th century
and continued by the Industrial Revolution
in the 18th century, the world has entered
a new phase called modernity. Modernity

is characterized by the rise of rationality,

DOI: 10.24127/hj.v14i2.13718

685

scientific advancement, and major social,
political, and economic transformations.

In this context, interactions between

societies and civilizations have increased

dramatically. Whereas previously

civilizations  developed in relative
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geographical isolation, they are now
connected by advances in transportation
technology, communication, and more
complex political systems. This has led to
a global phenomenon known as the
interconnection of civilizations, which is
the

systems,

interconnectedness of the value

institutions, technologies, and
cultures of different nations.
Thinkers

Wallerstein through the World System

such as Immanuel
theory emphasize that since the 16th
century, a modern world system has been
formed that connects countries through
core-periphery  relations.  Meanwhile,
Samuel P. Huntington in his book The
Clash of Civilizations actually underlines
the potential for conflict between major
civilizations due to cultural and religious
differences, especially between the
Western world and the Islamic world. On
the other hand, figures such as Edward
Said criticize the narrative of conflict
between civilizations as a form of
orientalism that masks a more complex
process of cultural exchange and mutual
influence. This academic debate shows
that the interconnection of civilizations is
not only a historical fact, but also an
interpretive field that continues to be
debated.

In today's era of globalization, the
relationship between civilizations has

become increasingly complex.
Interconnections occur not only through

physical means such as trade, migration

DOI: 10.24127/hj.v14i2.13718

686

and colonialism, but also through digital

platforms, information, ideology and
popular culture. The internet and social
media have created new spaces for cross-
cross-value interactions.

cultural and

However, challenges such as cultural
domination, homogenization of identity,
and

rising intolerance due to digital

algorithms that reinforce polarization
have also emerged. This is where it is
important to critically examine the
process of civilizational interconnection,
to understand the dynamics at play and
find common ground for peaceful and
collaborative coexistence.

The

civilizations refers to the ongoing process

term interconnection of
of connection between different human
civilizations throughout history. These
connections are not only physical, such as
through trade or migration, but also
include the exchange of ideas, cultural
values, religions, technologies and socio-
A civilization never

political systems.

stands absolutely alone; it grows and
develops through interactions with other
civilizations. For example, the Islamic
civilization in medieval times absorbed
and developed a lot of knowledge from
the Greek and Persian civilizations, then
back

Similarly,

spread it to Europe

the

through
Andalusia. Nusantara
civilization developed through trade and
cultural relations with India, China, the

Middle East and eventually Europe.
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These

basically happen voluntarily or due to

interconnections can
domination, such as in the context of
colonialism. However, the impact is not
always negative. In  many cases,
interconnections enrich local cultures with
new elements that can be creatively
absorbed and adapted. However, history
also records that unequal interconnections
often result in power imbalances, loss of
local cultural identity, and domination of
values from militarily and economically
civilizations. Therefore,

the

stronger
understanding interconnections
between civilizations is important to raise
awareness that openness to the outside
world 3 does not have to mean losing one's
identity, but can be a means to strengthen
the existence of local culture in the map
of world civilization.

This paper aims to examine the
process of interconnection between
civilizations from the modern to the
contemporary era. The main focus is on
key historical moments that shaped the
pattern of relations between civilizations,
such as the Renaissance and the exchange
of knowledge between East and West,
colonialism and European expansion, the
Industrial Revolution and the growth of
nationalism, to globalization and the
current digital era. This research also aims
to highlight not only the material aspects
of  interconnection (economic  and
technological), but also the ideological,

cultural and spiritual aspects that play a
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role in constructing relations between
nations.

The problem formulations to be
answered in this paper are: (1) How are
of

civilizations formed and developed from

patterns interconnection between
modern times to the contemporary era?
(2) What are the forms of domination and
resistance in the interconnection process?
3)

challenges of civilization interconnection

What are the opportunities and
in the era of globalization and today's
digital society? These three questions form
the basis for a critical discussion of the
historical and contemporary dynamics of

relations between civilizations.

METHODS

This research uses a historical-critical
approach to analyze the dynamics of the
interconnection between civilizations. 4
Interconnections between civilizations
since the modern to contemporary era.
This the

relationship between civilizations through

approach aims to explore

historical events that form patterns of

interconnection and their impact on

various social, political, cultural and

economic aspects. This type of research is

qualitative which emphasizes on
understanding the  phenomenon  of
interconnection  between civilizations

through historical studies and discourses
that develop over time. The data sources
used are history books, academic articles
and classic literature that support this

research. Data collection was conducted
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through an in-depth literature study of
various literatures relevant to the topic of
interconnections between civilizations.
The

periodization as a framework to examine

researcher used historical

changes in the relationship between

civilizations over time.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. The Renaissance and the Rise of
European Civilization
The Renaissance marked the rise of
rational thought, art and science. There
was an exchange of knowledge between
the Islamic world, Europe and Asia via the
Silk Road and Andalusia. The Renaissance,
which literally means "rebirth,” was a
cultural, intellectual, and scientific
movement that began in Italy in the 14th
century and spread throughout Europe
until the 17th century. The movement is
considered a bridge between the Middle
Ages and the modern era, characterized
by a revival of interest in classical Greco-
literature,

Roman art, and philosophy

after a period of dominance of
theocentrism in the Middle Ages. Cities
such as Florence, Venice, and Milan
became the birth centers of great figures
such as Leonardo da Vinci, Petrarch, and
Dante Alighieri.

The main spirit of the Renaissance
is humanism, a view that emphasizes the
ability of humans to think, create, and
determine their own destiny. Humanism

placed humans no longer as mere objects
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of theology, but as subjects capable of

understanding nature and social reality

through reason. The translation of
classical texts, the establishment of new
universities, and the invention of the

printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in
the mid-15th century accelerated the
massive spread of these new ideas
throughout Europe.

However, the progress made in the
Renaissance did not stand alone. Much of
the ancient Greek knowledge on which the
movement was based was inherited and
developed by Muslim scholars during the
period of the "Islamic Golden Age." In
Baghdad, the seat of the Baitul Hikmah
(House of Wisdom), scholars such as al-
Kindi, al-Farabi and Ibn Sina not only
translated the works of Aristotle and Plato
into Arabic, but also synthesized them
with Islamic teachings and formed the
foundation of a new science. These works
then entered Europe through translation
centers in Toledo, Spain, as well as
through cultural interactions in Andalusia.

In these pre-modern times, trade
also played an important role in the
process of interconnecting civilizations.
The Silk Road became the main channel
for the movement of goods and ideas
between East and West. Technologies such
as paper from China, compasses from
Arabia, and gunpowder from India and
China catalyzed social and scientific
change in Europe. Meanwhile, spices from
Southeast Asia and

India, brought by
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Muslim traders, fueled European maritime
expeditions and shaped a new global
economy. This shows that the Renaissance
was the result of a vast and mutually
influential interaction of civilizations, not
simply an internal European renaissance.

laid
the foundation for a new European era
the the

Ultimately, the Renaissance

characterized by rise of
Reformation, the Scientific Revolution and
the Enlightenment. The ideas of freedom
of thought, the scientific method, and a
historical awareness of the role of humans
in society are important legacies of this
period. However, it is important for us to
understand that this great transformation
is inseparable from the contributions of

the Islamic and Asian worlds, so it needs

to be recognized as part of the
interconnected narrative of  global
civilization.

2. The Period of Colonialism and
European Expansion
The interconnections of this era were
dominant. European colonialism expanded
cross-cultural contact, albeit in the
context of exploitation. The spread of
technology, religion and education
systems brought the Western and Eastern
worlds together. The era of European
colonialism began in the late 15th century
with the maritime expeditions of nations
such as the Portuguese and Spanish,
followed by the Dutch,

French. The discovery of new sea routes

English and
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to Asia, Africa and the Americas opened a

new chapter in global history, where
European powers explored and controlled
territories far from their centers. While
this expansion was driven by economic
and political motives, such as the search
the

them

for spices and precious metals,

expeditions also brought with
European cultures, belief systems and
power structures to the territories they
ruled.
The

civilizations

interconnection between

during  colonialism  was
paradoxical: on the one hand, it brought
together different nations and cultures, on
the other hand, it created unequal and
exploitative relations. Colonialism not
only brought new technologies such as
printing presses, firearms and modern
agricultural systems, but also introduced
administrative and

colonial systems

European laws that marginalized local
wisdom. Language, education and religion
became ideological tools to create
Western cultural and political domination
over the Eastern world. This was evident
in colonial education policies such as in
the Dutch East Indies, where the school
system was designed to produce lowly
bureaucrats loyal to the colonial
government.

Christianity also became a tool of
European cultural and political expansion.
Missionaries often arrived alongside
colonial troops and ran mission programs

to convert local beliefs. In many parts of
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Asia and Africa, the interaction between
Christianity and local traditions created
new forms of religious syncretism and
identity conflicts. In some cases, however,
local communities also  exercised
intellectual and spiritual resistance, as
demonstrated by the resistance of Islamic
figures in the archipelago to Dutch
zending missions.

Although based on power relations,
the interconnections that occurred during
the colonial period also resulted in a
broader transfer of knowledge and
culture. The product of this interaction
can be seen in the emergence of Western-
educated local elites with a sense of
nationalism and an anti-colonial spirit.
Across the world, figures such as Mahatma
Gandhi

Philippines, and figures from Sarekat Islam

in India, José Rizal in the
and Nahdlatul Ulama in Indonesia, who
integrated colonial education with cultural
and political resistance, emerged.
Colonialism thus became a dialectical field
between oppression and the formation of
emancipatory consciousness.

Overall, European colonialism
formed a vast network of civilizational
but

interconnections, with a dominant

character. The world became more
physically connected through shipping and
communication, but also more hierarchical
in relations of power and resources. The
colonial legacy is still felt today in the
structure of the global economy, legal

systems and the dynamics of national
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identity in former colonies. But at the
same time, the colonial experience also
cultural

encouraged interaction,

adjustment and even hybridization that

enriched the treasures of human
civilization.
3. The Industrial Revolution and

Nationalism
The Industrial Revolution that began in
England in the late 18th century marked a
major change in the production system
and the global social order. The invention
of the steam engine, increased factory
capacity, and the development of
metallurgical and chemical technologies
changed the way humans produced goods
and built economic systems. The textile,
and industries

the

steel, transportation

became backbone of economic
growth, which then spread throughout
Western Europe, North America, and
gradually to Asia and Africa through the
process of colonization. This change was
not only a technical revolution, but also a
social and economic one, creating a more
complex and interconnected modern
industrial society.

The emergence of technologies
such as railroads, steamships and the
telegraph further accelerated global
interconnection. Railroads allowed goods
and people to move quickly within large
land areas, while steamships accelerated
transoceanic voyages that 7 previously

took months. This had a major impact on
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the

emergence of global markets and mass

international economic relations,
migration. Commodities such as cotton,
sugar and spices from Indonesia became
part of the integrated world economic
circulation. In addition, people from Asia,
especially India and China, migrated as
laborers to the

indentured Africa,

Americas and Southeast Asia,

strengthening social networks between
civilizations.
However, these technological
advances also deepened the gap between
industrialized countries and colonized
territories. Colonialism shifted to become
more systematic and integrated with the
industrial machine-colonies became
providers of raw materials and markets for
the

products. The railways built in Java, for

colonizing  country's  industrial
example, were not just for the benefit of
local people, but to transport cotton from
the interior to the ports for the benefit of
Dutch textile factories. Thus, technology,
which symbolized progress on the one
hand, also became a tool of exploitation
and control on the other.

The

created a vast industrial working class and

Industrial Revolution also
sparked a new social consciousness about
The

movements of socialism, marxism and

labor rights and social justice.

syndicalism emerged as a response to the
inequalities produced by the industrial
These movements
the

capitalist system.

spread around world  through
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international  networks of  migrant
workers, sailors and students. Thus, social
ideas born in Europe found resonance in
Asia and Africa, including in the
independence and nationalism movements
that began to develop in the early 20th
century.

The two World Wars became the
culmination of global conflicts that
reflected the level of interconnection and
interdependence between nations. World
Wars | and Il not only involved European
countries, but also drew on their colonies
as human and logistical resources. Soldiers
from India, Africa and Southeast Asia were
sent to battle fronts in Europe and the
Middle East,

contact under warfare conditions. World

reinforcing cross-cultural

War |l, in particular, shook the colonial
order and opened the door to a wave of
decolonization.

The spirit of nationalism that grew
during and after the war emerged from a
combination of local historical awareness
and an understanding of the universal
of

Independence movement leaders such as

right nations to independence.
Soekarno in Indonesia, Ho Chi Minh in
Vietham, and Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana,
were inspired both by the experience of
colonialism and by modern principles such
by
Woodrow Wilson and the Atlantic Charter.
The

through education,

as self-determination  espoused

idea of nationalism also spread

mass media, and

relations with diaspora communities,
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showing how closely interconnected ideas

and social movements were at the time.
This era marked an

the

important
of
civilizations: not only were great nations
but

chapter in interconnection

interconnected, also  oppressed

peoples began to find a voice and a role in

the global historical narrative.

Interactions were no longer solely

controlled by imperialist powers, but
began to be characterized by resistance,

global solidarity and widespread social

transformation. The legacies of the
Industrial Revolution and the struggles of
nationalism continue to shape the

collective identities of nations to this day,

while demonstrating that global
interconnections are always dialectical-
opening up spaces for collaboration as
well as conflict.

4. Globalization and Contemporary

Civilization

Entering the late 20th century into the
21st century, the world experienced an
of

unprecedented acceleration

interconnections through a  process
referred to as globalization. Globalization
is a multidimensional phenomenon that
encompasses economic, political, cultural,
and technological aspects, enabling the
cross-border movement of goods, services,
information, and people. At this point,
in

human civilization no lives

but

longer

cultural isolation, in a space of

interaction that directly affects each
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other. This interconnectedness impacts

the way people around the world think,

produce, interact and even practice
religion.

One of the main drivers of
globalization is the revolution in
information and communication

technology. The invention of the internet,

mobile communication networks and
social media has changed the landscape of
human interaction. Today, information
can be exchanged between countries and
continents in a matter of seconds, making
it seem as if the world has "shrunk” into
one global community. The speed of
information dissemination has given birth
to a new culture, a digital culture that
transcends national borders and
languages. From K-pop music in Seoul that
is favored by Jakarta teenagers, to
Indonesian halal cuisine that is recognized

in Europe, these are all the fruits of an

extraordinarily strong digital
interconnection.
However, this technological

development is not socially or culturally
neutral. On the one hand, it enables the
creation of spaces for cross-cultural
encounter, but on the other hand it also
the cultures

carries risk of certain

dominating others. Local cultures face
great challenges in maintaining their
identity when faced with the powerful and
of

globalization. English, for example, has

sometimes  hegemonic  currents

become the lingua franca of the digital
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world, while Western entertainment and
lifestyle models often become the global
standard. In this context, globalization has
between

become a tug-of-war

homogenization and cultural
differentiation.

In the economic field, globalization
encourages the formation of free trade
systems and neoliberal economics.
Countries compete to open markets, lower
import duty rates, and attract foreign
investment as part of integration in the
global market. Multinational corporations
such as Apple, Samsung, Nestlé, or
Unilever have more economic and even
political influence than many developing
countries. Economic interdependence
between countries has become more
intense, which is evident in global supply
chains-electronic components are made in
Asia, assembled in Eastern Europe, and
sold in America.

However, economic globalization
also poses serious problems. Developing
countries often become mere providers of
cheap labor and raw materials, while the
main profits are enjoyed by developed
countries and global corporations.
Economic inequality between countries
and within countries has widened. When
global economic crises occur, such as in
2008 or during the COVID-19 pandemic,
economic shocks are felt around the
world, showing how tightly interconnected

but also how fragile this global structure is
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In addition to economics and
technology, globalization also opens up
space for more intense interactions across
The world

witnessing the increasing frequency of

religions and cultures. is
interfaith dialog forums such as the World
Conference on and Peace
(WCRP),1 G20 R20

Forum, and other interfaith gatherings.

Religion

Interfaith Forum,

Such dialogue is important to affirm a
global ethic based on universal values such
as justice, peace and compassion. The
world's major religions are beginning to
and

learn from each other, discuss

cooperate on common issues such as the

environment, poverty and violent
extremism.

Multiculturalism became an
important  framework  for  bridging
differences and  building inclusive
societies. Countries such as Canada,

Australia and Indonesia are working to

formulate policies that accommodate

cultural and religious diversity within a
unified state. New challenges such as

xenophobia, populism, and digital

intolerance are certainly inevitable, but

they emphasize the importance of

dialogue between civilizations in the
global era. In this context, globalization
does not merely bring economies
together, but also opens up opportunities
for ethical and spiritual collaboration
between nations.

Ultimately, contemporary

civilization is the result of a complex
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exchange  between  modernity and
tradition, between global and local
values. Globalization, while  often

criticized for its dominative impact, also
opens up new collaborative spaces like
never before. This is where critical
awareness is important, that humans are
not only global consumers, but also
producers of global values rooted in their
respective cultural heritages. So the
civilizations

interconnection between

today calls humans to reformulate

relations between nations not as
contestation, but as a fair and dignified

coexistence.

CONCLUSION

From a  historical perspective, the
interconnection between civilizations is
not new. Since ancient times, cross-
cultural relations have occurred through
trade, conquest, migration, and exchange
of knowledge. For example, the Islamic
civilization once played an important role
in transmitting Greek knowledge to Europe
through Andalusia, while the Silk Road
became the main link between East and
West. Al  of this shows that
interconnections have long been the
driving force behind the progress of
human civilization. However, history also
records that interconnections do not
always bring equitable benefits. In many
cases, the more dominant civilization
subjugated or weakened the other, both

politically and culturally. The processes of

DOI: 10.24127/hj.v14i2.13718

colonialism, westernization, and global
economic dominance in the modern period
are a continuation of these old patterns
that are still felt today. Therefore,
understanding the dynamics of
interconnection between civilizations from
a historical perspective gives us an
important lesson: that the connection
between nations needs to be managed
fairly and equally. Today's societies are
required to take lessons from history - to
be open to positive exchanges between
cultures,  while  maintaining  their
sovereignty, identity and local heritage.
With this

interconnections between civilizations can

historical awareness,

be directed not as a means of domination,
but as a means of collaboration that
enriches all parties and encourages the

birth of a more humane global civilizatio.
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