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Abstract

Rapid technological changes, making language learning does not recognize the time and places. This
means that language learning can be done everywhere and everytime without face-to-face environment.
Teaching and learning process without conducting in a face to face environment are rarely happen. One
of the way learning can be doing in an online situation by using internet facilities. Nevertheles, the idea
of internet based teaching has been renowned all over the world, at least teachers and lecturers shouls
be familiar with it. However, most of the lecturers in Indonesia have not applied online learning
without because learning with media technology is not yet a common practice. There are several
reasons why online learning (internet based teaching) have not been carried out, such as lack of
knowledge of lecturers in the use of internet facilities, second, classroom learning is still considered
more effective than learning by using internet media. Third, limited internet access at home. Referring
to this, the authors felt it was important to conduct research on technology-based learning or Internet-
based teaching. The title of the research is the effectiveness of online discussion and face to face
discussion in the Literature class in English education study program of Muhammadiyah University of
Metro. The purpose of this research is to explain the implementation of Online Discussion by using
www.nicenet.org in the Literature course especially Prose subject of English Study Program UM
Metro. This study used analysis method by explaining the process of online discussion done by sixth
semester students of English department of UM Metro. The result of the study showed that the students
could follow the instruction of the course by giving some comments on discussion forum. Based on the
questionnaire distributed to the students showed that learning by using online discussion is very fun
and can improve students’ writing ability.
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Rapid technological changes, making language learning does not recognize the time
and places. This means that language learning can be done everywhere and everytime without
face-to-face environment. Teaching and learning process without conducting in a face to face
environment are rarely happen. One of the way learning can be doing in an online situation
by using internet facilities. Nevertheles, the idea of internet based teaching has been
renowned all over the world, at least teachers and lecturers should be familiar with it.

However, most of the lecturers in Indonesia have not applied online learning without face to
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face because learning with media technology is not yet a common practice. There are several
reasons why online learning (internet based teaching) have not been carried out, such as lack
of knowledge of lecturers in the use of internet facilities, second, classroom learning is still
considered more effective than learning by using internet media. Third, limited internet
access at home. Whereas, the classroom learning has some limitations and one of those is the
lack of activity or learning process.

With the limited time of face to face class, the lecturer should have other alternatives
in teaching students. One of the alternatives here is learning by using internet media. There
are several advantages that can be obtained by the learners who use internet media. Using the
internet in learning has several advantages such as making the class more lively or ALIVE
(Warsauer, 2000, p.2). ALIVE word stands for authenticity, Literacy, Interaction, Vitality and
Empowerment. Authenticity means that the authenticity or natural process. ALIVE word
stands for authenticity, Literacy, Interaction, Vitality and Empowerment. Authenticity means
that the authenticity or natural process, literacy means the students can further develop the
ability to read and write, interaction is the internet provides the opportunity for students to
interact 24 hours with native or non-native speakers, vitality means learning using the
Internet media can motivate students and empowerment means internet media can make the
students become independent learners.

This research is focused on the use of internet media as a tools for conducting
learning process. The researcher choose the strategies that can be used in online classroom
situation. In an online situation, the researcher implemented online discussion for the students
of Literature class. The students are learned to apply English language learning bu using

online forum in specific websites namely www.nicenet.org. This website is learning

management system which is free without any charge. The researcher conducted the process
of learning by registering into the websites and invite the students by giving the class key.
So,every students who want to be the member of the forum should know the class key and

register into the website.

When the discussion is done in the class by using face to face, of course, the students
must have the ability to speak (speaking). In contrast, in the Online Discussion, students
should submit their ideas in writing. However, the process remains the same, because they
should use logical thinking systematically. The differences is only on the point that using
media. Of course, there are some advantages and disadvantages between the two. However,

the authors wanted to determine whether the use of internet by using Online Discussion will
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have a positive impact for the students and whether the Online Discussion is effective used
for literature class. Referring to the above, the author feels it is important to do research with

the title “The Impelementation of Online Discussion by Using www.nicenet.org in the

literature class English study program of Muhammadiyah University of Metro

THEORETICAL BASIS

Literature is one of the extra subjects in English education department. Even so,
students are required to take the course on the basis that the English language cannot be
separated from both literature and literary elements in literature because actually literature is
the origin of culture in English. Because of that, students are expected to understand the
forms of literary well and also know the elements that exist in the literature, moreover, able to
give a critique of literature known as the critical review on the literature (literary criticism).
Literature is a human activity that is unique, come from a desire to understand, express and
share the experiences (Pickering, 2000, p.1). Literature refers to the work of imaginative can
be poetry, drama, fiction and nonfiction. There are several reasons why we should learn
literature (Prayogo, 2009, p.2). The first reason is by studying the literary, men are expected
to sharpen their feelings to be more sensitive to the environment, to have empathy for other
people in their environment. A further reason is to know the problems experienced by
humans. Literary can be used as a mirror of life. Readers can take a lesson from the
experience of others through reading literary works in the form of short stories, novels and

poetry.

Internet is one of the technological advances that have been achieved by human. The
use of internet is so prevalent nowadays not only among young people but also used in the
learning process. The understanding of the Internet itself, Internet is a computer network that
usually able to convey messages from a central computer in a network to a central computer
on the other network (Cystal, 2001, p. 3).

Online discussion is a discussion system that uses an electronic message database in a
website where people can sign and write messages or posts (Wang & Gearhart, 2007, p.73).
This method is very effectively done in a forum especially for students to exchange views
and share experiences. Effective online discussion requires clarification, elaboration,
exploration, negotiation, reflection and revision. In other words, online discussion is an

activity to post a message posted in a discussion forum known as the discussion forum, or
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discussion board where learners / students can exchange the views and experiences. Some
important points noted when doing online discussion that the instructor must declare and
explain the purpose and ensure that they are being evaluated in the discussion forum (Zhang,
2007, p.625). In this research, the students are asked to join to the forum in order they are
trained to have critical writing ability. The researcher register to the specific websites which

is free of charge namely www.nicenet.org. This is one of learning management systems that

provide online learning. There are many kinds of mearning management system such as
aimoo, wordpress, edmodo, mooddle,etc. The researcher chose it for some considerations
such as: 1) it is free of charge; 2) It is simple to use, only register and you get class key; 3) it
is interesting with simple templates; 4) it can be accessed easily, since some of free online
learning have troublesome in connection sometimes.

In short, the procedure of conducting online discussion in the literature class can be
described as follows:

1. The students register their names to the discussion forum by using www.nicenet.org

2. The lecturer gives them class key to participate discussion, posting and publish something
on that forum.

3. When they are able to access to that forum, they are asked to participate the discussion by
giving comments, question and suggestion.

4. The students are asked to read one of the literary work which exist on that forum and
criticize about the elements of literary work.

RESEARCH METHOD
This research uses an analysis of implementing of Online discussion by using

www.nicenet.org. The subject of the research was the sixth semester of English department of

Muhammadiyah University of Metro especially students who take Prose subject in academic
year 2015/2016. The college is located at JI. Ki Hajar Dewantara 116 Iringmulyo Metro East.
The number of the students was 40 students.
The procedure of the research can be explained as follows:
1. The students are asked to read some short stories and poetry. They are asked to choose
the favorite short story and poetry.
2. Before conducting online discussion, the lecturer teach them about how to analyze short

story and poetry. Besides they must know the kinds of short story ad types of poetry.
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3. They are guided to learn the parts which build a short story such as plot, setting, point of
view, character, symbol, tone, theme, message.
4. Teach them how to register in your forum by fill in the identity in the online forum.
5. The researcher give them the class key in order the students can register succesfully and
enter the online class.
6. The students are asked to read one of the short story and they try to analyze that story.
7. They should give comments on their classmates’ writing.
8. They give appreciation by the leacturer while doing online activity.
9. The lecturer should give feedback by commenting on their writing.
10. The other process will be same as face to face discussion in the class, the differences is
only in the form of writing instead of speaking.
The research instruments are including:
1. Questionnaire
The questionnaire will be used as a support tool to know the effectiveness of the Online
Discussion method and Face-to-face discussion in the Literature lectures. The Indicators of
the Questionnaire is student comments toward the using of online discussion and face to face
discussions in the Literature lectures.
2. Observation
Observation sheet will be used to examine the implementation of Literature lectures by
using Online Discussion and Face to Face Discussion by explaining the process or procedure

in detail.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The objective of the research is to analyze the implementation of Online Discussion

by using www.nicenet.org.

Furthermore, the students have different opinion while using online discussion in the
Literature class. It is about 80% of the students felt enthuasiastic while using online
discussion. 80% students like internet media for learning process. 75% of the students
actively involve the process of online discussion. It is about 80% of the students think that
online discussion can improve their writing skill. 70% of the students found easier to analyze
the elements of literary work after implementing online discussion.It is about 70 % of the
students said that they were more critical than before while applying online discussion.

Here are the examples of some writing of the students from the implementation

process of poetry analysis, as follows:
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Home - Online discussion forum
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© New message(s) i Azugument: Acoztic poetry.
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Conferencing Topic: To My Mother by Edgar Alian Poe H
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FROM: Lis Sholhah (0415716 723 PMPST) [ Sendapeacol muasagete Ll Shalihat]
SUBJECT: Anatvsis shements of poetry

After you read ok sharing about a poetry from Edgar Allan Poe entitled To My Mother, you should analyze it froe the
elements of poetry inchudes poetic devices and poetic dicticn. Dea't forget to give comments oa your classmates writng.
Thaek vou

REPLIES (4): | Hade Bepies |

® FROM: Jefita Nur Rohmah (94/14/16 1241 AMPST) [Send g personal meszage to Jelita Nur Rotumah]
SUBJECT: RE Analysis elements of poetry
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this is about his mother for of whom died when he was only two years old, he writes this as he is having tough times with
his foster parents and is wishing yet remembering his mother to come back to be his again. but yet he knows she is
watching down on him as she is the best mother in the world . to him

FROM: rukoyah fil hamen (04714716 12242 AM PST) [ Send apersonal message to tukovah 0 hamea)
SUBJECT: RE: Analysis elements of poetry

In this poem he described that his aunt
is like his own mother, moreover he
described she was the only one that he
love so dearly. Based our assumption
mother is the only one who love us so
deatly, but in this case he was orphan
at his age of two. He got love of mother
from his aunt. And many cases we found
an orphan lived without his/her real
parent, but they still love hitn/her
Women are believed to have certain

characteristics and attitudes which are -
inferior to those of men such as

emotional, docile, motherly, weak and

beautifil, while men are strong,

rational, brave, etc (Trisakti Handavani

and Sugiarti, 2002: 8). According to this

statement mothetly is the nature

character of women, they take care of

evervthing and sensitive. So, women are

created to dear.

m

FROM: farth Chan (04/14/16 12:48 AM PST) [ Send a personal message to farih Chan]
SUBJECT: RE: Analysis elements of poetry

in my opinion this is very interesting poem by great poet
Edgar Allen Poe

[ think in my best understandig he

wanted to compare the love he owe to

his mother and his dear wife who died at

her young adge.

FROM: Deva Apriliana {04/14/16 1:32 AMPST) [ Send a personalmessage to Deva Aprilianal
SUBJECT: RE: Analysis elements of poetry

The theme of this poem is love and family. The thyme scheme A-B-C-D. The stanza confirms the fact that this poem
about Virginia's mother not his own. When reading this poem , vou can clearly tell that this poem is written for Viginia's
mother Maria_ [ think he wrote it for her because she was the mother of the one he loved. Also, he lost his own mother
very eatly on. So, Maria was probobaly the mother figure in his life.

And this poem is focuses in what was Edgar Allan Poe described women as a human who is created full of dearness. He
wrote his poems based on his experience and imagination. This poem was made after his young wife was death. He was
inspired from his aunt or his mother in law.It is clearly stated in the words of the poem that he felt her dearer than his own
mother because she was the mother of the one he loved, his wife, Virginia. Because He got love of mother from his aunt.

Beside that he didn't know his real mother; he couldn't feel the dearness of his own mother.

Reply]

m

FROM: evi puspita sann  (04/14/16 2:44 AMPST) [Send a personal message to evi puspita sari]
SUBJECT: To My Mother by Edgar Allan Poe

Reply]

In the Poem "To My Mother" written by Edgar Allan Poe includes many poetic devices there are: thyme, there are many type of
thyme related a-b-a-b, c-d-c-d, e-f-e-f, g-g this poem uses sound Which he loved more than his real mother who died early, to
describe about his step mother dying. Another type is Stanza in this poem is sonnet ( fourteen lines with the last two lines
forming a rhyming couplet.) in this poem uses denotation meaning becanse in this poem he show truly meaning of the message,
clearly he describe about step mother dying.

[Beply]
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The above impelemtation process is the students are learned to analyze poetry from

Edgar Allan Poe. He is the renowned poet in his era. The students can enhance their critical

thinking in this process. Besides they can learn from their classmates of course they have

different opinion. The second implementation process is how to analyze the short story as

follows:
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‘m' Date Lisit: Viow All * | Go
 Goaas Sshrtude Message Layout: Ven Suenacies Ority | Plew Entire Messages | Pnt View
- Chass Mendbieny Sert Order: Newest on Top | Newest on Sotrom
Niew Semd FROM: Liis Sholihah (031016 737 PM PST) [ Sand s personsl message t0 Liks Shobbah]
| Clazsed SUBJECT: The ant and the dove
| Gt Dy o
w Read the story about the ant and the dove then discuss the element of fictions such as the theme, setting, character and
oo 37 characteristics, plot, pomt of visw, symbel (optional), toee, message.
y : REPLIES (8y: | Hude Rephies |

® FROM: Jelita Nur Rolmah (032416 36 AMPST) [ Send 4 perzanal siessags 5o Jelita Nox Retmnat]
SUBJECT: RE The ant and thw dove

I do apologize too late
1love the moral valoe of The Ant and The Grasshopper. Sometines as aman, me personally never thinking about an
unprecictable moment That was good ides for me_ wenm . [ neean good solisSon m facing something trouble or bad i w
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our future. We have to prepare u;ythlng that we can for covering it

FROM: Jelita Nur Rohmah  (03/24/16 630 AM PST) [ Send s parsonalmesnnge 1o Jelita Nur Bobiah]
SUBJECT: RE: The ant and the dove

The theme is still about fable

The setting in the spring.

The characters are an ant, a dove and a hunter.

Each characteristics of them are an ant and a dove was present a kind creature or friendly animal. They help each other
or cooperative. Whereas the hunter is like true hunter who always hunt an animal.

FROM: Ida Ayu Hawi Exlina  (03/24/16 634 AM PST) [ Send o parsonalmessage 1o Ida Ay Haoi Eding)
SUBJECT: RE: The ant and the dove

I'm sory mom too late,
i like this story, because we can get moral vale in to aplication on the realita life.. )

FROM: Jelita Nur Rohmah  (03/24/16 6:48 AM PST) [ Send apersonal message to Jelita Nur Botunah)
SUBJECT: RE The ant and the dove

The main message of the story is remind us for helping each other. But.. We have to underline, bold and italic of the word
"help". We need learn more motre and more about the function of "help” itself

FROM: Lilis Sholihah (0324716 B:15 AM PST) [ Send a petaonal measage to Lilia Sholibab)
SUBJECT: RE: The ant and the grasshopper

Good comments jelita [ hope we as human never forget to prepare the good things in every situation even it's hard to do
at least we've try and do the best You mean a lot and you have think critically about something we learn not only the
knowledge but also the power of literature. Hopefully you'll read more and more product of literature in order to solve
human problem

FROM: Lilis Sholihah (03°24/16 B:18 AM PST) [ Seond apersonal messnge to Lills Sholihab)
SUBJECT: RE The ant and the grasshopper

[ agree with you ida ayu. Please tell me about the tone of the story. [ want to know your point of view

FROM; Lilis Sholihah  (03/24/16 820 AM PST) [ Send aperaonal message to Lilia Sholihah]
SUBJECT: RE: The ant and the grasshopper
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What do you mean about the function of "help" itself, jelita? You can relate to vour life.

m

¢ FROM: Jelita Nur Rohmah {03/24/16 7:07 PM PST) [ Send apersonal messaze to Jelita Nur Bohmah]
SUBJECT: EE: The ant and the dove

Sometimes people misinterpretation about it I'm with people who say that help can be used when other people do not
have effort or something like power to do anymore. But, sometimes they use "help" without any efforts. They make other
people to help them. Moreover, they are blaming each other for getting a help.

Reply]

FROM: Muhamad darojat (03/21/16 5:44 PMPST) [ Send a personal message to Muhamad darojat]
SUBJECT: The ant and the grasshopper

Reply]

Great story ma'am. Love it so much

Reply]

FROM: nindi phita (03/21/16 6:32 PM PST) [ Send a personal message to nindi phita]
SUBJECT: the ant and the grasshopper
Beply]

m

[ love this story because in this story we can learn from the ant, before you do or face something in future, make sure that vou
have prepare well

REPLIES (2): [ Hide Replies |

® FROM: Lilis Sholihah (03/23/16 9:43 AMPST) [ Send a personalmessage to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: RE: the ant and the grasshopper

I do agree nindi. The ant has good characteristics and men should follow him. What do you think about the grasshopper's

characteristics?

® FROM: Lilis Sholthah (03/23/16 %:43 AMPST) [Send a personalmessagze to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: RE: the ant and the grasshopper

I do agree nindi. The ant has good characteristics and men should follow him What do you think about the grasshopper's
characteristics?

[Rephy]

FROM: kanti widagdo (03/21/16 6:36 PM PST) [ Send apersonal messaze to kanti widazdo]
SUBJECT: the story about ant and grasshopper

Beply]

The story is good, [ like the story because in this text many moral value for many people..

REPLIFS (1): [ Hide Repties |

m

& FROM: Lilis Sholthah (03/23/16 9:50 AM PST) [ Send a personal message to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: EE: the story about ant and grasshopper

Great, kanti. You should mention what kind of moral value are they?

Eeply]

FROM: Nur Oktaviani (03/21/16 702 PM PST) [ Send a personal messaze to Nur Oktaviani]
SUBJECT: the ant and the grasshopper

[Reply]

[ like this statement. And we can learn from it! "It is best to prepare for the days of necessity"
And do be like the grasshopper who very arrogant.
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® FROM: Lilis Sholihah (03/23/16 2:33 AMPST) [ Send a personal message to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: RE: the ant and the grasshopper

Good comment okta. don't be like the grasshopper you mean Please tell us about the theme of the story.

m

[Repiy]

FROM: yenny riawati (03/21/16 7:03 PM PST) [Send a personal message to venny riawati]
SUBJECT: The charactenistic of Grasshopper
[Reply]

In my view the grasshopper is arrogant, stupid, and careless. Point that we can get is don't ever trifling the hard work of others
and prepare yourself for things that will happen in the future. T love this story especially of moral value.

REPLIES (2): [ Hide Repties |

® FROM: Lilis Sholihah (03/23/16 2:35 AMPST) [ Send a personal message to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: RE: The charactenistic of Grasshopper

Excellent yenny. What do you think about the point of view in this story?

* FRUN VeI Hawan (U328 10 JOUAMEPS L) [ 5800 3 Personial Message 10 Yermy fnawan| I
SUBJECT: EE: The characteristic of Grasshopper

Thank you Mam.
It is best to prepare for the days of necessity. We have to learn from the Ant.

Reply]

FROM: farih Chan (03/21/16 7:04 PM PST) [Send a personal message to farih Chan]
SUBJECT: grammar
Eeplv]

m

the grammar usage in this story is proper with the theme or genre of the story. it uses past tense.

REPLIES (1): [ Hide Replies ]

¢ FROM: Lilis Sholithah (03/23/16 :38 AMPST) [Send a personal message to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: EE: grammar

So, what is the proper theme itself farih? You can share with us.

Eeplv]

FROM: rukovah fii hamra (03/21/16 7:04 PM PST) [Send a personal message to rukowvah fii hamra]
SUBJECT: Message and Character
Reply]

The story about "the ant and the dove" tells us about persistence, and how to manage our time as best as possible.

Chacter :
Ant = persistent, dicipline,
Dove= lazy, underestimate

REPLIES (1): [ Hide Replies |

m

® FROM: Lilis Sholihah (03/23/16 10:05 AMPST) [ Send a personal message to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: BE: Message and Character

Good comment rukoyah. The story about the ant and the grasshopper right? It's mistyping in mentioning the character.

[Reply]

FROM: Deva Apriliana (03/21/16 9:34 PMPST) [Send a personal message to Deva Apriliana)
SUBJECT: massage andbcharacter

[Reply]

[ think the story is good and has good massage too. The grashopper has arrogant attitude. And the ant is the good character,
because he always prepare everything before.
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REPLIES (2): [ Hide Replies | 2

® FROM: Lilis Sholihah (03/23/16 10:09 AMPST) [Send a personal message to Lilis Sholihah]
SUBJECT: RE: massage andbcharacter

I agree with you. Is there any symbol in that story?

® FROM: Deva Apriliana (03/24/16 3:24 AMPST) [Send apersonalmessage to Deva Apriliana)
SUBJECT: RE: massage andbcharacter

I think, the symbol of the story is
The Ant always hard working and always it is the best to prepare for days of need. and the Grasshopper is lazzy and
because the grasshopper didn't bethink about what will happen in the next season.

m

Beply]

FROM: Vendita Veranti (03/22/16 4:44 AMPST) [Send apersonal message to Vendita Veranti]
SUBJECT: Massage and character

Beply]

From the story we can learn from the character of the ant , careful preparation and planing is a key step to any endeavor.
Grasshopper has arogant attitude.

REPLIES (2): [ Hide Replies |

There are many examples of the activity. Here, the researcher only attach a few pieces
of writing. In this forum, you are free to give comments, to write your suggestion or
additional information. You can see not only your writing but also your lecturer and
classmates’ writing. The students can participate to this forum. Every member of the forum it
means every studenys have the same chance to participate or publish anything related to the

course.

CONCLUSION & SUGGESTION

Online learning gives us many chances to conduct learning in different situation. One
that should be remembered that every lecturer must have creativeness and appropriate
teaching media to improve their students’ learning. Online discussion will be one appropriate
media and also method in conducting learning process. The students can enhance their
critical thinking. Besides they are guided to express their idea in the form of writing
comments and suggestion. Since one of the course objectives of literature is analyzing short
story and poetry, in fact they are able to achieve it in meaningful situation. Hopefully this
resaecrh will be beneficial for lecturer, other researcher and also for the students generally.

Based on the result above, the researcher would like to recommend some suggestions
as follows:

For other researcher who want to investigate the same research about internet based
teaching, you should pay attention the crucial things such as: The first, you should ensure the
network will be run well or not. If there is any trouble with internet connection you can

anticipate another option. Then, the researcher should prepare the students by explaining the
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procedure or steps how to use online discussion and give the class key or the password to
enter the class. Don’t forget to give them guidance about registering process because it is
very crucial. Online discussion can be an alternative teaching method that is best used for
creating enjoyable situation and increase their critical thinking, and good for writing

activities.
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